
 

n c o u r a g e r  

C h r i s t m a s  E v e  

Thursday  7 Children’s Christmas Play   6:30pm  

Saturday  9  Breaking Bread Meal 11:30am to 12:30pm 

Sunday  10  Regular Sermon Service  9:00am                                                                              

    Children’s Christmas Play 10:30am service only  

Saturday  16  Men’s Breakfast  7:00am 

Sunday  17  Woodsmen Quartet   6:30pm 

Sunday  24  Christmas Eve Program   7:00pm 

Monday  25  Christmas Day office closed 

Monday  1  New Year’s Day  office closed 

V o l u m e  1 9  I s s u e  1 2  

We continue this year with our church tradition of 

the Christmas Eve service at 7:00 p.m. on Decem-

ber 24th.   It’s an event that goes back to an even 

older celebration, over 2000 years ago, when a 

group of shepherds were treated to an impromptu 

concert under the stars performed by the choir of 

heaven celebrating the birth of Jesus.  Two millen-

nia later we still gather on Christmas Eve to cele-

brate the arrival of our Savior in song, meditation, 

special music and candle lighting. Please join us for 

this moving Christmas event.  
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D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7  

The Breaking Bread Ministry 
prepares and serves food at OCC on 

the 2nd Saturday from 11:30 to 12:30 

each month.  This ministry serves both a 

physical and a spiritual need.  If you 

would like to be a part of this ministry or 

for more information contact Kelly Strahl 

@  K e l l y s t r a h l @ g m a i l . c o m  o r 

812.277.6482. 

Celebrate Recovery 
          The holiday season that is upon us is one filled 

with love, laughter, and wonderful family moments 

as we focus on the true joy that is shared through the 

celebration of the birth of our savior Jesus Christ.  For 

some, though, it is a much more difficult time as de-

pression rates are higher and individuals find them-

selves pushed deeper into their addictions.  There is 

hope and many find healing through a wonderful 

ministry called Celebrate Recovery.  Celebrate Re-

covery is a Christ Centered 12 step Recovery pro-

gram for those struggling with “Hurts, Habits, and 

Hang-Ups” as the motto for CR states.  Celebrate 

Recovery covers many things from food, drug, and 

alcohol addiction to codependency, depression, 

divorce, and domestic violence.  

          Ogilville Christian Church hosts a Celebrate Re-

covery meeting every Tuesday Night in the Café 

from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm.  Anyone is welcome and a 

soup dinner is provided as well as child care which is 

available upon request for those who are interested 

in attending.  Come find hope and healing along 

with others as we worship, hear a testimony or topi-

cal lesson, and break out into open sharing groups. The Matterhorn...in the Pennine Alps on the 

border between Switzerland and Italy 

          Once again, please hear our gratitude for al-

lowing us the blessing of the Lilly Ministerial renewal 

experience.  We missed our church family greatly in 

the 15 weeks we were away, but the grant allowed 

us to see places we otherwise would never have 

been able to see and to do things we otherwise 

would never have been able to do.  We found 

friendly and helpful people at every stop.  I’m sure 

we’ll have opportunities to tell you more in the days 

ahead.  We’ll try not to bore you in the process.  For 

now, as a wrap-up, 

both Dorri and I would 

tell you this, “It’s very 

good to get away, AND 

it’s very good to be 

back home.”   Amen 

and Amen! 

Columbus North Student Austin Bode has chosen 

OCC’s Emsley Burke as the focus of his HOME RUNS 

THAT HELP fundraiser.  If you would like to help Aus-

tin in raising money for Emsley’s mobility equipment 

you can pick up flyers at the Life Center.  

NO 

PLACE 

LIKE 

HOME!    

Virgil Clotfelter, Associate Minister 
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          This program features bibli-

cal, Christ-centered teaching 

that focuses on grief topics asso-

ciated with the death of a loved 

one. The DVD seminar features 

nationally respected grief ex-

perts and real-life stories of peo-

ple, followed by a small group 

discussion about what was 

viewed. Past participants have 

related how helpful the infor-

mation and follow-up discussions 

were to them.  

          Many grieving people find 

they are only beginning the 

work of healing when friends or 

family have returned to their dai-

ly life routines. Too often people, 

including Christians, tend to stuff 

their grief instead of allowing it to 

do the God-given work for which 

it is intended. Don’t allow fear of 

what others may think keep you 

from what could help you. Confi-

dentiality is very much a part of 

this program.  

          Your bereavement experi-

ence may be recent or not so 

recent. You will find encourage-

ment, comfort and help in griev-

ing the death of a spouse, child, 

parent, sibling, other family mem-

ber, or friend. No matter what the 

cause of your loved one’s death, 

this is an opportunity to be 

around people who understand 

what you are feeling. You will 

learn how to recognize the symp-

toms of being stuck in grief and 

that you do not need to live in 

bondage to certain emotions. 

You will learn valuable information 

about facing your new normal in 

life and renewing your hope for 

the future. 

          GriefShare will be held each 

Tuesday, January 9 through April 

3, 2018, 6:30 – 8:30 PM downstairs 

in the Fellowship Hall.   

     Cost :  $15.00 for  work-

book.  Scholarships are available.  

Childcare is available. Any ques-

tions call Melinda Foust, 812-344-

2619. 

To register, call the church office, 

812-342-6907 by January 2nd.   

 

Grief Share...help for the holidays and beyond 

Forgiveness...a mutual gift 
“Compelled out of obedience, this article is written through the encouragement of the Holy Spirit”     Bryan Brown, 

          As my walk in Christ has 

grown over the years, it hasn't 

been without struggles, one of 

which is forgiveness. I know if I 

have had struggles in this area, 

so have many of you and may-

be continue to do so.  Allow me 

to share with you what God has 

to say about forgiveness. 

     In Matt 6:12, when Jesus was 

teaching on the Lord’s prayer, 

he tells us to ask for forgiveness 

of our debts as we also forgive 

our debtors. Matt 6:14-15 follows 

up with, "for if you forgive other 

people when they sin against 

you, your heavenly Father will 

also forgive you. But if you don't 

forgive others of their sins, your 

Father will not forgive your sins." 

You see, it is reciprocal. Take a 

moment and read from Mat-

thew 18:21: the parable of the 

unmerciful servant. Here are 

some more verses that may help 

show God's great forgiveness. 

1John 1:9, Isaiah 43:25, 2 Cor 5:19, 

Psalms 103:12, Romans 4:18. 

          I point these out to show His 

great love and forgiveness. I be-

lieve it is impossible to love as Je-

sus loves without forgiving as he 

does. Unforgiveness can lead to 

roadblocks for growth, repent-

ance and relationships.  If unfor-

giveness is aloud to flourish, it can 

have devastating effects 

throughout the body of Christ, 

not only for the individual  that is 

unforgiving, but others as well.  

          When we can learn to for-

give from the heart, we free our-

selves of bitterness and anger 

that can devour our souls. We 

can’t make someone accept our 

forgiveness at times, but showing 

we can forgive just might teach 

someone else how to forgive. 

          If Jesus can look down from 

the cross and say, "forgive them 

Father, for they know not what 

they do," can you do the same?  

If you struggle with forgiving 

someone or even forgiving your-

self, bring God into your struggle 

and let Him help you. It can re-

move the barrier between you 

and God.  I know because I have 

been there. If you find yourself 

needing help in this area, please 

see one of our ministry team 

members or elders to help in this 

important matter, not only for you, 

but for God’s glory. 

 

 

Encourager: Edited by Kathleen Schwein; Article design, Layout & Publishing by Mona Peterson.  All articles printed are subject to editing 

by Newsletter Staff and approval of OCC Leadership. 



Isaiah 9:2 — 6 

The people walking in darkness have 

seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of the shadow of death a 

light has dawned. For to us a child 

is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.  
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December 2017 will be the last printing of birth-

days and anniversaries in the newsletter. 

1 Brenda Fleetwood 

 Landon Fluhr 

2 Joe Acton 

 Mark Shireman 

 Wayne & Char Roller 

3 Avery Schwein 

4 Curtis Emily 

 Alba Riley 

5 Larcus Cobb 

 Courtney Foust 

 Charity Hall 

6 Annie Day 

 Bailey Martin 

7 Fred Wilson 

8 Christina McCord 

 Baylee Mosier 

 Eric & Emily Brown 

9 Andrea Lichlyter 

10 Nathan Fairchild 

 Scout Fisher 

 Shianna Hurt 

 Jerry Reeves 

11 Mary & Gayla Shireman 

12 Layney Henderson 

 Kelly Strahl 

 Oliver Witsman 

13 Charli Bailey 

14 Aden Beaver 

15 Christine Piercefield 

 Liam Thompson 

 Jerry & Brenda Bruner 

 Daniel & Charlene Folz 

16 Paula Fetter  

17 Nicholas Clouse 

 Cheryl Moody 

 Derek & Cristina Acra 

 Jr. & Cathy Clubb 

18 Cole Kleffman 

 Alice Ostrander 

20 Athena Martin 

 Marilyn Mullins 

21 Hunter May 

 Kathy Moffett 

22 Andrew Scholar 

23 Christian Wichman 

24 Roy & Janie Faulkner 

25 Chelsea Gregg 

25 Cristin Henderson 

27 John Fox 

 Beverly Sinnett 

29 Wesley Hatchett 

 Jason Perry 

30 Marcus Murray 

31 Dave & Sandy Johnson 

 Dennis & Rhonda Schwein 


